AQUARIUM STAFF CHANGE 


FILLING THE POSITION of Junior Aquatic Biologist vacated recently when Woody 
Williams resigned to set up photographic studios at Inverness, Maurice R. Rako- 
wicz of Oakland is revolutionizing breeding methods for small tropical fishes in the 
Steinhart Aquarium. 

Bringing with him techniques developed in the pursuit of a long-standing hobby, 
Maury has already produced startling results in what he admits is his chief interest— 
“spawning difficult fish.” His other enthusiasm is aquatic plants. 

For the past three years Maury has maintained his own business, importing, 
exporting, and retailing aquarium fish. That was preceded by four years in the 
Seabees, including nine months on Eniwetok atoll where the intensive study of reef 
fishes kept life far from dull. 

High point of Maury’s business career was a recent three-month collecting trip 
to the Philippines, Hong Kong, Siam, and the Malay Peninsula. Searching wild, 
rough, steeply mountainous northern Luzon for fish, Maury joined forces with some 
orchid collectors, and found himself in one of the last parties to clear Huk territory 
before those intransigents’ recent outbreaks. Later he was virtually interned for ten 
days in Bangkok because of Communist-inspired disturbances. In spite of all difh- 
culties, however, Maury was able to ship back 25,000 fish on the President Tyler, 
plus one silver gibbon, a rare color phase of the ape, from Siam. This passenger is 
now a member of the Rakowicz household. 


Does Your Cuitp Keep Frocs in His Pockers? 


Wuy, AND WHAT HAPPENS to young people with this tendency will be discussed by 
Dr. R. C. Miller, Dr. E. S. Ross, and student members during the Student Section 
Open House, June 4, at 8:00 p.M., Rm. 214, Simson African Hall. Student work and 
exhibits will be shown in the Clubroom, from 2-5:00 P.M. and 7—-9:00 P.M. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its May 
meeting approved the applications of the persons listed below for MEMBERSHIP in 
the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these appli- 
cants be received at the office of the Academy within two weeks after May 30, they 
will be considered elected. 


For REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 


Dr. John E. Adams 

Mts. Flora D. Clark 

Mrs. Robert P. Dempster 
Mr. Thomas C. Groody 
Dr. W. R. Harder 

Dr. E. S. Herald 

Miss Margaret McConnell 
Dr. Joseph J. Raftetto 

Mr. Howard Robertson 


Mr. John W. Slipp 
Mr. Harold W. Smith 
For AssociaTE MEMBERSHIP 


Nevada State Library 


For SrupDENT MEMBERSHIP 
Robert E. Andresen 
Cornelius Doherty 


Richard Johnson 
David Luce 
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THIS IS JUST FUEL. 
To wood-burning Mexicans, but the shattered, and preferably rotting, 


remains of a tree by the roadside makes an entomologist 
jam on the brakes for some good collecting. 


(See page 2) 
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June Announcement 


THE REGULAR JUNE MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held in 
North American Hall, West Wing of the Academy buildings in Golden Gate Park, 
on Wednesday evening, June 1, at 8 o'clock. Dr. Edward S. Ross, the Academy’s 
Curator of Insects, will give an illustrated talk entitled 


Tourtnc Mexico’s Lire ZONES 


Mexico is a favorite objective of both tourists and naturalists. For travelers from 
the United States it is the exotic more easily reached year by year as roads and motor 
cars improve and tourist accommodations increase. 

For our naturalists Mexico, besides being accessible at relatively low cost in time, 
equipment, and cash, is still an exciting frontier of biological investigation. It is a 
land of sometimes sudden contrasts between tropic lowland, arid plateau, and alpine 
highland, each with its characteristic plants and animals, many of them—especially 
insects—still undescribed. For our biologists greater knowledge of Mexico's flora and 
fauna is vital to fuller understanding oF the life of the entire continent. 

Dr. Ross recently completed his second collecting and research expedition into 
Mexico proper (he has made several trips into Baja California). His chief objective 
was material for his special world-wide study of the little-known order Embioptera, 
insects that live in silken tunnels they spin with their forelegs. With him were his 
wife, also an entomologist, and Mr. H. B. Leech, one of the Academy's beetle 
specialists. 

For his illustrated talk Dr. Ross will draw upon the experiences and the koda- 
chrome files of both trips, in the course of which he motored over nearly all Mexico's 
paved roads as well as many side roads to out-of-the-way places, spending as little 
time as possible in the cities. This is a picture of Mexican wildernesses—tropical, 
desert, alpine; of rural life, seacoasts, forests, rivers, and roadsides. 

Both trips were to this entomologist experiments in travel. He has much useful 
information and advice for anyone who contemplates a motor trip through Mexico. 
Camping out, for instance, is a novelty to most Mexicans, a curious custom of 
Americanos, viewed in some parts with suspicion. But there are growing numbers of 
auto courts for those who do not need to camp out among the undomesticated 
insects. 

The public is cordially invited. 


A WEEK ON SoutTH FARALLON 
THE CurRATOR OF PALEONTOLOGY, Dr. G. Dallas Hanna, and Research Associate 


Allyn G, Smith spent the week of May 6-13 on South Farallon Island through the 
courtesy of the U. S. Coast Guard. The primary purpose of the visit was investiga- 
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tion of the geology of the rocky islands 32 miles west of the Golden Gate, but the 
two scientists found time to collect a considerable number of museum specimens. 

Among the more interesting of their finds are some bones which were thought 
to be fur seal. If this turns out to be true, the specimens will be very valuable because 
it is known that the herd of these animals which lived on the island was extermi- 
nated during Russian occupation prior to 1820. No specimens are known to have 
been preserved in any museum. 

Rabbits were introduced on South Farallon a long time ago and had become so 
well established by 1890 that they were a nuisance—as they still are. Stories vary as 
to the original source of the stock. It is hoped that the specimens secured will help 
to explain this and other biological mysteries of the Farallones. 

Results of the geological investigations are not ready for publication. Dr. Hanna 
has hopes this work will throw some light on the question of this island group’s 
one-time connection with the mainland. 


IzAAK WaLTON OUTCLASSED 


ONE OF THESE DAYS a presently unknown and possibly monstrous fish who thinks 
he is safe well below the 18,000-foot level is going to be awfully surprised to find 
himself in a net at the deep end of a nine-mile line, The troller on the fantail at the 
other end of the line will be Dr. Anton Fr. Brunn, Deputy Keeper of the University 
Zoblogy Museum, Copenhagen. 

A recent visitor to the Academy, the distinguished Danish oceanographer has 
been casting in the world’s deeper fishing holes for some twenty years. He is now 
preparing, via the aforementioned line—longest single steel cable ever built—to go 
after whatever may lurk below the depths so far plumbed. Lack of equipment has, 
to date, stopped exploration below 18,000 feet. “We know there are larger species of 
life down below and we are out to catch them,” Dr. Brunn declared in an interview 
with the press. He told of the two- -year voyage out of Copenhagen now bein 
planned to cover most of the remaining parts of the ocean floor still unexplored— 
about a third of the earth’s surface lying more than 12,000 feet below sea level. 

Even this thoroughly scientific fisherman admits he'd rather bring back a sea 
serpent than anything else. * ‘Lam not a scientist who entirely disregards the myth 
of the great sea serpent, ” the San Francisco News quoted him as saying. “It is highly 
possible that they live in the depths I shall explore in my expedition. I. am convinced 
that there are gigantic eels living where no one has yet fished . . . according to legend 
they grow to bes ninety feet long.” Good fishing, Doctor. 


> > <> 


AMONG OTHERS who have signed the Academy guest register lately are W. A. 
Hilton, Emeritus Professor of “Zoblogy at Pomona College, and C. M. Yonge, dis- 
tinguished professor of zodlogy in the University of Glasgow whovwas last year 
elected an Honorary Member of the California Academy of Sciences. 

Professor Hilton is enjoying his retirement by teaching at Mills College. Dr. 
Yonge holds a visiting professorship in zodlogy this semester at the University of 


California, Berkeley. 
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